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Union High Academy & The Estes House- 434 S. Union Street 
Present Day Union Bible College Academy  
 

In 1860, a two-story brick building was erected with great sacrifice to house the Union High 
Academy. The first class sessions were held on January 7, 1861. This was one of the first institutions of 
secondary education in this area. Here, young people were educated in a Christian atmosphere. Many of 
the graduates became ministers, teachers, doctors, lawyers, and leaders of their generation. With the 
establishment of public schools, the enrollment of Union High Academy began to diminish. It appeared 
that the doors would have to close after fifty years of operation. However, the Friends in the area were 
still interested in the education of their young people.  The Quakers revered education, second only to 
religion.  Some had the vision of a training school for ministers and missionaries as well as an academy.  
Union Bible Seminary was founded in May 1911. 

In 1980, Union Bible Seminary moved to a completely interdenominational basis, in order to 
fully move out of the Friends background, and into the larger Holiness movement. Union Bible Academy 
is on the National Register of Historic Places. There are five buildings, including the Estes’s House, which 
qualified as of 1995, because of their architectural significance and the school’s significant history in 
education and religion. The Estes’s homestead, originally a farm, was made available to the President of 
the school in 1911.  The original classroom/administration building (1860), and its 1883-addition are of 
Italianate design.  Union High Academy served as the only high school in the county for nearly twenty 
years and offered its classrooms to the public high school after a fire destroyed it.  The academy offered 
liberal arts education and training for prospective teachers.   

Today, the kindergarten through twelve grade school serves 76 students and the college has 115 
students enrolled.  The UBCA is preparing to expand in the very near future by building a larger library, 
maintenance garage, welcome center, coffee shop, conference rooms, and a miniature museum.  UBCA 
high school is the oldest continually operating high school in the State of Indiana.    
 
Westfield Friends Church & Old Friends Cemetery Park- 324 S. Union Street 

Simon Moon donated two acres to the Friends Church for a cemetery in 1834, establishing 
Westfield’s first cemetery.  Less than a year later at the age of 51, in 1835, Simon Moon died and was 
buried there. In 1962, the Church deeded the land to Westfield.  

Feeling that the site had lost its original beauty, the Westfield Women’s Club approached the 
town about improving the site and becoming the caretakers of the landscaping. In addition to enhancing 
the landscape of the land by including gardens, the Woman’s Club wanted to honor the memory of 
Martha Doan. To honor this accomplished woman and long-time member of the Westfield Friends 
Church, the garden was dedicated in 1967, and the site became known as the Martha Doan Memorial 
Garden. From the 1960’s to the present day, many of Westfield’s residents have not realized that the 
site is, in fact, a very historical cemetery.  

It became the City of Westfield’s goal to bring attention back to its Quaker heritage, its role in 
the Underground Railroad, and the overall historical significance of the Old Friends Cemetery. In 2010, 
the city began working with architects to design a new grand entrance into what would become a 
serene, beautiful site that would commemorate what the location truly is.  In efforts to honor the park’s 
complete history, a formal garden has been established to continue to commemorate Martha Doan, and 
the trail system that travels through the park mimics the trail established by the Woman’s Club in the 
1960’s. Other amenities that have been added include benches and beautiful new landscaping, 
renewing the tradition of cemeteries as parks that dates back to America’s first public parks.  The 
cemetery also honors the remains of a long list of Civil War veterans.    



The Meetinghouse of the Society of Friends was initially a log cabin that was replaced by a frame 
structure that burned in 1847.  Today it is called the Westfield Friends Church which was built in 1848. 
 
Old Fire Station- 145 S. Union Street 

In the Town Council minutes of its July 9, 1923 meeting, the council indicated a desire for a new 
town hall.  By December, the Westfield Town Council met in what was their new building for the first 
time. At a cost of just under $2,000, the building was to be used not only as a Town Hall but also as a fire 
engine house, the town marshal’s office, and comfort station (or public restroom).  
 
Union Street Bridge 

The concrete brick bridge, constructed by Hamilton County, served US 31 until it was 
relinquished by the state.  The bridge is the only historic “structure” in the historic district and 
demonstrates the transition and evolution of the importance of transportation and commerce played in 
the district. A bronze plaque of dedication is on the south end of east wall of the bridge.  
 
Sheridan-Indianapolis Bus Line- 144 S. Union Street 
Present Day YMCA 

This building has historical value because of its architecture.  The one-story building has molded 
concrete block walls and a barrel-vaulted roof.  The building was first a garage owned by B.F. Shepherd 
that became the Stultz Garage in 1930.  The Sheridan-Indianapolis Bus Line began operation on July 1, 
1945, under the watchful eye of its owners Horace and Jeanette Roberts.  In 1956, the office and main 
garage for the bus line were relocated to this address.     
 
United States Post Office- 132 S. Union Street (Built in 1968) 
Present Day Pentecostals of Westfield Church 

A post office was established in Westfield in 1837.  The first postmaster, Isaac Williams, was also 
one of the first merchants in town.  The location of the post office changed over the decades and 
included private homes and was in a combination of retail stores usually in or near the main commercial 
intersection of Union and Main Streets.  This building reflects ideas from the April 1959 Post Office 
Department’s “Building Design” booklet and served as Westfield’s only post office until the construction 
of our post office today in the late 1990’s.  
 
Telephone Building-120 S. Union Street 

Constructed in 1965, the one-story concrete block building has a front façade composed of a 
molded concrete block course that creates a repeating diamond pattern.  The first telephone was 
installed in Westfield at the Park Street home of Irvin Stanley in 1884 by Indiana Bell.  The second 
telephone was installed at Funderburgh’s Grocery Store.  A private line was established in 1898 for Mr. 
A. L. Barker, which included ten telephones: one at Westfield Bank.  By 1901, a second telephone 
company was incorporated which later absorbed the independent line and served the town through 
1928 when it was sold to Commonwealth Telephone Company.  Automatic dial-up equipment was 
installed in 1956 at the General Telephone office in Westfield.  This service office was constructed in the 
1960s to continue telephone service throughout the community.  
 
Dry Goods Store- 110 S. Union Street 
Present Day Union Jack Pub 

A one-story building brick building, formerly a dry goods store, has three concrete steps leading 
up to its front door with a wide window.  It functioned as an independent building despite merging with 



its neighboring building.  In 1981, it became Keever's Hardware until 2006, then Keltie’s Restaurant, 
Grand Junction Brewing Company, and present-day Union Jack Pub. 
 
Notions Store- 108 S. Union Street:   
Present Day Jan’s Village Pizza 

Built in 1900 as a Dry Goods Store, the commercial building in Italianate style is a one-story brick 
building with a wide entry centered on the front façade.  The entry features a flattened arch and has 
been filled in with wood-framed windows and a transom.  The wide, segmental-arched wood windows 
flank the entry.  Once a three-story building and the tallest building in town, the iron stain on the brick 
wall inside is illustrative of its wrought iron staircase which has since been removed.  From 1911 to 
1913, this property was owned by A.H. Barker, and later by Oliver New.  
 
Funderberg’s Grocery-102 S. Union (Circa 1838):   
Present Day Dance Innovations 

Originally owned by Dr. Israel Haines, the corner-store building operated as a drug store which 
was later leased and subsequently sold for a brief time to Oliver H. Brown. It was advertised in 1861-
1862 as “The Old Corner Drug Store” and also served as the town post office from 1873-1877.  The Old 
Corner Drug Store sold not only medicine, oils, and prescriptions, but also medicated wine and liquor, a 
full line of notions (knives, pencils, and pocketbooks), tobacco, perfume, confectionaries, cigars, and 
cosmetics.   

While the building was purchased by his close relative (in-law) H.G. (Hoxie) Kenyon in 1864, Mr. 
Brown continued to operate the drug store. He lived on the second floor of the building and had 
suffered from tremors for a brief time. During a visit with his brother from Richmond he succumbed to 
an overdose of morphine on Friday, July 29, 1881. Records indicate the building operated as the 
Patterson’s Store and then the Hetherington’s Store before becoming Funderburgh’s grocery. Arthur 
Funderburgh came here in 1857 and was a brick maker and tanner. Later in 1889, he and his son started 
a grocery business. Arthur was known around town as “Uncle Bunk” and was popular with all his 
customers. In 1958, the building became one of the most well-known places to eat in Westfield, 
Pickett’s Cafeteria. Families enjoyed good food and the chance to meet folks in town for a special 
occasion until the early 1990s. 
 
Mendenhall’s Pharmacy- 101 W. Main Street & 103 S. Union:   

William Mendenhall and his family were Quakers who arrived in Westfield in 1858.  William and 
his brother ran a drug store at another location on East Main Street.  They moved to this location in 
1916.  William’s sons, Emmett and Chase, both became druggists and built the current building in 1924 
after graduating college.  The Mendenhall family operated the drugstore/soda fountain until 1953. 
 
Hadley Park-100 W. Main Street:   

Roy Hadley was in 1906 born on a farm northwest of Jolietville on the Hamilton-Boone County 
line.  Roy attended high school in Westfield, graduating in 1923. He worked at the Jolietville Bank, which 
later merged and moved to Westfield, becoming Union State Bank. Roy married Evelyn Edwards in 1936 
and Roy went on to start a tax, insurance, and savings and loan business. During his lifetime, Roy 
belonged to a number of community organizations. He was a member of the Westfield Lions Club for 
well over 50 years. Mr. Hadley served as township trustee from 1947 to 1954 and also taught school in 
Jolietville.  In 1984, at the time of Westfield’s 150th Anniversary, Roy O. Hadley and Elsie Moon Cox were 
awarded the distinguished honor of being named “Citizens of the Century” for their service to the 



community.  Hadley Park was established as a pocket park in 1995 with a memorial donation from his 
daughters Nancy and Sally.  It is maintained by the City of Westfield.       
 
Carnegie Library- 104 W. Main Street:   
Present Day Cave & Co. Printing 

In 1910, the Westfield Public Library erected the Andrew Carnegie Library in the Neoclassic style 
on one of Asa Bales’ original lots. It was built with a $5,000 grant and opened in July 1911. A second 
addition was added in after receiving a second grant for $4,000 in 1917. This library was the first 
Carnegie library in Hamilton County and it was deeply affected by The Depression in terms of funding, 
though circulation had increased in those years (Westfield Centennial, 1934).  It was written, “There are 
a number who should be remembered for their services in the founding of the Westfield Public Library.  
Among them Mrs. Julia Conklin, Milton Hanson, Mrs. Edith Hinshaw, Irvin Stanley, Mrs. Rebecca Roberts, 
Mrs. Ida Estes, B. C. Chappel, and Mrs. Elma Bond.  R. A. Funderburgh, W. C. McAvoy, and Miss Shirley 
Pettijohn also had a large share in the work.”  In 1983 the library moved to its current location on 
Hoover Street.  Cave & Co. Printing bought the land and building where it operates today. 
 
Stultz-Stanley Home- 209 W. Main Street   

The original owner of the land was Simon Moon and the earliest known owners of the home 
were Hubert and Martha Horton.  They lived in the home from 1901-1924. February 1924, the property 
was purchased by Larkin and Loudena Stultz.  Glenn Stultz inherited the home in 1933.  Allan and Lillian 
Stanley purchased it from Glenn in 1948.  According to research the home was built in the early 1850’s. 
The Stultz family remodeled the home into the craftsman bungalow-style and today is owned by Judi 
Stanley Shuck and her husband Robbie.  Judi is the daughter of Allan & Lillian Stanley. Five generations 
of the Stanley family have lived in the home since 1948. Because the location of the school that was on 
Main Street, the house was a very familiar hang-out of students. The house was listed in March 2022 by 
the National Park Service as part of the National Historic Registry. The blend of 1800’s and 1900’s 
craftmanship was noted.  
 
Bank of Westfield- 100 N. Union Street   
Present Day Westfield Wine Vault 

The State Bank of Westfield was organized in 1884 on South Union Street.  The officers were 
Lewis Estes, bank president, Elim Conklin, Robert Estes, J.N. Parr, and Abel Doan, vice president (father 
of Martha Doan).  The brick building of that time burned in an 1898 fire. In 1899, this building was built 
in the Romanesque style. Burglars blew the safe open on Christmas Eve 1911. The bank closed in the 
1929 panic and reopened in 1930 as Union State Bank. 
 
Cunningham’s Bakery-106 N. Union (1920) 
Present Day The Modern Female 

In the earliest records, E.W. McMillan was the primary baker in town.  In 1920, Luther 
Cunningham whose name appears on a brick on this building was the baker but moved away to Muncie 
in 1930 and sold it to Ed Ice. 
 
Dr. Connoy’s Office- 109 N. Union:   

Built in 1934, this English cottage-style building was the office of Dr. Andrew Connoy. For many 
years Dr. Connoy was remembered for his knowledge of medicine and compassion for the community’s 
needs.  He religiously kept evening office hours and would make house calls in urgent situations day or 
night.  He was known for not charging patients for services when he knew people were unable to pay. 



He retired in 1974.  His brother, Leo, also a doctor who practiced with him, was the Director of the 
Westfield Building and Loan Association.   
 
Pfaff & Camilla House- 110 & 116 N. Union Street 
Present Day Church, Church, Hittle & Antrim and Schaaf CPA Group 

Dr. Jacob Leinbach Pfaff and his wife Sarah (Inman) Pfaff arrived in Westfield in 1845.  He, too, 
came from North Carolina. The home located at the most northern address was built in 1852 in the 
Greek Revival/Queen Ann style with a gabled front. Dr. Pfaff helped found the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church, was an ordained minister, and a town medical doctor. Jacob and Sarah had seven children and 
the majority of the family is buried in the Anti-Slavery Cemetery. Dr. Pfaff’s home has a specially 
concealed attic compartment for hiding fugitive slaves. Another notable resident of this home was 
Camilla Allen Axelrod who graduated from Westfield High School in 1946.  She originally opened a 
beauty salon in 1948 after graduation from high school.  She descended from a long line of Westfield 
notables, particularly Nathan Baldwin a Quaker minister. In the 1980s, Camilla Axelrod added on to her 
home to operate a beauty salon which is the brick portion at 110 N. Union. The building that stood prior 
to Camilla’s salon was built in 1910.  Warren Elkins operated a restaurant at this address.  While stories 
lay claim to the idea that Mr. Elkins brought the first beer to Westfield, it was like really the second or 
third location in Westfield to sell alcoholic beverages. Historically, Westfield had been a town of 
temperance and he found his decision regrettable.   
 
Paul Brown Home- 115 N. Union Street 
Present Day Webster & Garino 

This structure was built for the Paul Brown family, and it was occupied by them in 1865.  Paul D. 
Brown, the son, who returned to Westfield with his family, purchased his family home from Peggy Aull 
in 1908.  In 1941, Paul D. Brown received a certificate for his faithful service to Purdue University and 
the profession of pharmacy. In 1910, it became the home of Dr. Lincoln (Link) Baldwin, who was the 
grandson of one of the early pioneers of Westfield. Dr. Baldwin was well-loved and respected by the 
community. He died in 1931. A couple of interesting notes:  Mr. Brown got his inspiration to become a 
pharmacist after working with the six town doctors in The Old Corner Drug Store Brown after O.H. 
Brown’s death.  He worked there for one year before heading to college in 1889.  Upon the sale of his 
home, Mr. Brown and Dr. Baldwin “swapped” homes.  Mr. Brown and his family moved to the Baldwin 
Homestead which was located on South Union Street.  
 
Westfield Cafeteria- 120 N. Union Street: (1920) 
Present Day Lifestyle Integrations 

This building used to be a cafeteria-style restaurant owned by the Carey family, and it is 
rumored that the spot was frequented by the John Dillinger gang.  As reported in Our Westfield: “One 
day John Dillinger, the nation’s Public Enemy #1, his companion Baby Face Nelson and two women were 
in town for an hour or longer on a Saturday evening in May of 1934. At least there was no doubt in the 
minds of several businessmen and residents that one of the men was the desperado. The party of four 
was riding in a Ford V8. They stopped at the Standard Oil filling station to fill their gas tank and the four 
went across the street to have supper at the cafeteria. Doc Ross was eating in the cafeteria at the time 
and upon being tipped off that a man strongly suspected of being Dillinger was in the room, lost his calm 
and became so excited that he swallowed good-sized chunks of ice unintentionally. All in all, it was a 
time definitely out of the ordinary in the cafeteria. The incident regarding Dillinger’s visit to town was 
not reported to the officers until several days later.” It is even said that those accompanying his hearse 
on the day of the funeral stopped and ate there with the hearse parked outside on the street. 



 
The Methodist Congregational Church- 130 Penn Street   
Present Days Westfield City Hall 

Jabez Neal helped organize the first 25 members of the Methodist Congregational Church at a 
cost of $1,500.00 plus $300.00 for a bell.  During the Civil War, the congregation dissolved, however, in 
the 1880s membership numbered seventy-five.  The building was remodeled in 1910 and again in 1944 
and added a back-portion in 1950.  The building’s original stained-glass triple-window (on the front of 
the building) was purchased in 1910 by the Grand Army of the Republic and the Women’s Relief Corps 
and was moved to Christ United Methodist Church in 1976.  The remaining stained-glass windows 
contain the names of Dr. B. F. Coffin, Martha McMullan, Laura Lindley, Eli & Cass Rammel, Jabez & Mary 
Neal, H. J. Hetherington, and Elizabeth Martin.  Incidentally, Penn Street was named for the most 
famous Quaker in America– William Penn, the founder of Pennsylvania.  The building has served as 
Westfield’s Town and City Hall since 1978. 
 
Irvin Stanley House/Former site of Asa Bales’ Barn- 201 N. Union Street 
Present Day Randall Dermatology 

On this site originally stood a large frame barn owned by Asa Bales.  When the basement was 
dug for the two-story house with a brick foundation in 1885, a cellar was discovered.  It would have 
been very unusual for a barn to have a cellar which led some to believe there were tunnels connecting 
this location to a lot to the north which was the site of the Wesleyan Methodist Church.  
 
Entrance to Asa Bales Park-211 & 213 N. Union Street   

The Wesleyan Methodist Church was founded in 1844 by Dr. Jacob Pfaff. Meetings were held in 
homes until 1856 when the church’s building was erected on this site at a cost of $1500. The church was 
located at the back of the lot and moved to the front of the lot and remodeled around 1886.  
 
Levi Bowman House- 321 N. Union Street (Built circa 1850)   

This one-story typical, modest, double-pen Quaker home with a central passage through the 
middle was built for Levi Bowman.  The land was previously owned by Asa Bales.  Bowman, from North 
Carolina, had a wife named Hannah and he was buried in the Summit Lawn Cemetery.      
 
Anti-Slavery Friends Meetinghouse & Burial Ground-335 & 337 N. Union Street   

A large meetinghouse once existed where the Friends met until 1854.  The burial grounds were 
not only used by the Friends but are also the final resting place of eleven civil war veterans.  It was said 
by slave hunters, that if a slave reached Westfield, it wouldn’t be worthwhile to look for him.   
 
Sources: 
Our Westfield, 1984 
Westfield Centennial, 1934 
  



 

Additional Information on Westfield’s History 
 

Who & When: 

Late in 1831 or early 1832, the first settler, Harmon Cox, arrived here from North Carolina and began 
clearing forests to farm.  He and his wife had the first child on record.  The entire township was densely 
wooded with several swamps, and travel was nearly impossible, but Westfield was platted by the early 
settlers Asa Bales, Simon Moon, and Ambrose Osborne on May 6, 1834.  It contained 48 lots located in 
and around what is now known as Grand Junction Plaza where businesses began to open and operate.  
The name West Field for the new settlement, later Westfield, was based on a series of church meetings 
that occurred in North Carolina that Asa Bales had attended. 

The Town of Westfield was incorporated in June 1848.  An election for officers was held in July of the 
same year.  Five trustees were elected named William H. Jackson, William Haines, George White, 
Anslom Rayle, and Nathaniel White.  The town elected “Presidents” and town clerks from 1853 to 1880. 

“Pioneers, in the truest sense of the word, Westfield’s earliest settlers blazed their way into the 
unbroken forest filled with hopes and ideals of the young republic of which they were a part; alert, 
intelligent, and willing to contribute their minds, bodies, and souls to lives of hard labor, anxiety, 
suffering, and privation for the cause of upbuilding their community, their country, and their fellow 
man.”     

Why: 

The central route of the Underground Railroad had its beginning in Indiana as early as 1831 which 
“entered the county from the south on the Range Line Road.  From that point, it passed north over 
Range Line Road to Westfield, which was a division point in the route north.  From Westfield, some of 
the slaves passed over a route northeast to the town of Deming, northwest to Hortonville and on 
northwest to Sheridan, then north to the county line.”   

“Westfield was responsible for the freedom of more slaves than any other town in northern Indiana.” 

“The “Underground Railroad” had no rails or locomotives.  Its stations were barns, homes, and 
outbuildings about 10 to 15 miles apart where runaway slaves were concealed, fed, and sent on well-
worn trails to the northern states or Canada.  The trails were mostly used in summer or early fall when 
the runaways could eat berries and fruit along the trail.”      

“The workers along the Underground Railroad were courageous individuals who hid slaves in attics, 
cellars, hidden rooms, and false-bottomed wagons.”  The Quakers were the most outspoken of 
America’s religious communities and can be credited with being a major influence that put an end to 
slavery.  They didn’t believe in using violence to end slavery; however, some were willing to participate 
in the Underground Railroad.  Because of ethical beliefs concerning the law at the time, some Quakers 
could not agree on how to approach the conflict.  This caused some local Quaker churches to split.   



The Quakers in Westfield had arrived from North Carolina and from Virginia to escape the slave 
economy.  Asa Bales and others formed the Westfield Friends Anti-Slavery Society in Westfield, built a 
separate meeting house, and set land aside for a cemetery. 

Judah and Lewis Roberts, who also came to Westfield in 1834 received some fugitives from their cousin 
who lived at some point on the Ohio River.  Often, homes had false walls, cellars, or attics which 
afforded hiding places. 

Shortly before the Civil War, the Westfield Friends and the Westfield Anti-Slavery Friends reunited, and 
eventually, the anti-slavery movement ended due to the passing of the Emancipation Proclamation.         

Westfield’s Founding Families 

Asa & Susanna Bales: 

Asa Bales was a prominent Anti-slavery Quaker.  Born in 1795 and raised in North Carolina, he later met 
his wife, Susanna.  Asa was a teacher who first moved to Mooresville in 1822.  Asa and Susanna Bales 
were the first founders of Westfield, and they purchased the majority of the government land grants for 
what would later become the town.  Their first business in Westfield was a dry goods store located near 
Main and Union Streets in 1832.  In 1833, a meeting was hosted in the Bales home where the first public 
elections were held for two justices of the peace and other officers to establish a local government.  
When the Westfield Society of Friends split over anti-slavery issues, he was instrumental in establishing 
the new congregation.  He and his wife, who never had children of their own, died in the Fall of 1845 
during the cholera epidemic and are buried in the Anti-Slavery Cemetery which is on land that Asa 
provided. 

The spelling of the family name was originally “Bales” is alternately spelled “Beals.”   

Anna Bales Pearse and Lucy Pearse Cox: 

Anna Bales, the sister of Asa Bales, married William Pearse in 1821 and had a daughter Lucy Pearse 
(Asa’s niece) who married Richard Franklin Cox in 1849.  He was an apprentice to her grandfather Jacob 
Bales and uncle Nathan Bales as a grain reaper in Ohio and Indiana.  They followed Lucy’s family to 
Westfield in the early 1830s.  Lucy died in 1855 when her only child, William S. Cox was just four years 
old.  Lucy’s son William and her sisters Permilla and Marlissa are buried in the Anti-Slavery Cemetery 
along with other immediate family members.   

Simon Moon: 

Simon Moon arrived the year before Asa Bales and Ambrose Osborne on September 29, 1832.  He and 
his wife Hannah and their children Simon, Riley, and William also came from the Mooresville area.  They 
built the first log house in Washington Township on 160 acres in the southwest quarter of the township.  
He served as an inspector at the first election held.  Moon donated a small tract of land to the Society of 
Friends and was subsequently the first person buried in the Old Friends Cemetery when he died at the 
age of 31. 

Riley Moon: 



Riley Moon and his wife Susannah were married in 1838 and moved to a farm about two miles north of 
Flippins Road where they raised their family until 1890.  Their home was a “station” on the Underground 
Railroad where slaves were hidden in the daytime.  Riley and Susannah had eleven children. 

Ambrose & Elizabeth Osborne (Sometimes written Ambroze Ogbine): 

Ambrose Osborne was born in 1805.  His parents belonged to the Society of Friends in North Carolina.  
On May 28, 1828, Ambrose married Elizabeth, also a Quaker, in Randolph County, Indiana.  For the next 
several years, they embarked on an incredible pioneering journey including stops in a number of Indiana 
counties along the way.  Their eight children were born in Randolph, Hancock, and Boone Counties. 

Ambrose organized the first church services in Westfield-Wahington Township in his and Elizabeth’s log 
cabin home.  “Local tradition also establishes the Osbornes as abolitionists…and connected with Aaron 
Lindley, Martha White Talbot, Asa Bales, and other well-known leaders of the Underground Railroad.     

Isaac Williams:  Isaac Williams came in 1833 and cleared land and farmed until 1845.  He served as a 
clerk in Asa Bales’ store for many years, and then, profiting from his experience, he opened a store for 
himself.  Williams became the first postmaster and operated continuously in the mercantile business for 
35 to 40 years.  He also built a flour mill in 1848 and operated it for six years.  The mill remained in 
operation until it was razed in 1917. 

Benjamin Wheeler:  Beginning in 1834, the Wheeler family homesteaded forty acres in the township.  
William Vestal Wheeler came with his mother and father Benjamin and Naomi.  The Wheeler’s increased 
their land holdings a short time later buying 80 acres in 1835 and another 160 acres in 1837.  Elected 
Justice of the Peace in 1835, Benjamin was later elected as the town President in the years 1856-1861 
and 1863. 

William married Zilpha Ann Cook in 1847 and together they had six children.  His parents died in 1863 
which was the same year he enlisted in the Civil War.  He returned to Westfield in 1865 to farm.  Sadly, 
Zilpha passed away in 1868.  In 1875 William married his wife Mary and together they had three 
daughters.  

Thomas J. Lindley:  Sheriff of Hamilton County in 1870.     

Other Early Settlers: 

1832:  Aaron Sanders, Jesse Reese, Zachariah Reese, William Reynolds, and William Anthony. 

1833:  Isaac Baldwin, David Baldwin, John Pierson, Mary Hawkins, John Stout, Gideon Newby, Joseph 
Hadley, Edward Bray, John Johnson, Archelaus Gibson, Henry Cook, James Ritter, Nathan Pickett, and 
Henry Woodruff 

1834:  Isaac Jones, William M. Jones, John White, Joel White, David M. Anthony, William Macey, Josiah 
Hodson, Moses Coffin, Martin Sumner, Joseph Roberts, Nathan Bond, Judah Roberts, Jacob L. 
Kimberlain, Asa Peacock, Enoch Jessup, Christopher Williams, Jonathan Hadley, William and Isaac 
Stanbrough, Levi T. Pennington, William Rich, John Mullins, Robert Cutts, Robert Mullins, and Lucy and 
Elizabeth Jessup  

1835:  Evan Stanbrough, Ephraim Stout, Elizabeth Stanbrough, Cephas Clearwaters, Ahimaz Kendall, 
Elizabeth Mendenhall, Absalon Mendenhall, Talbott Garretson, Jacob Elliott, Jonathon Haworth, 



Solomon Mendenhall, Asapn Hollingsworth, Sidney Smith, John Gray, Guli E. Kendall, Daniel S. Pritchard, 
James R. Atkens, Henry Johns, Elias Bradfield, Levi Neugen, Daniel Smith, Parrett Chance, Jonathon 
Elliott, Eleazor Hockett, Lewis Hockett, Nathan Newby, Aaron Lindley, Jesse Pickett, James Ballinger, 
Jonathon Roberts, Conrad Starns, Obediah Mendenhall, William Thistlethwaite, Caleb Harrison, George 
Harden, James Hawkins, Zenas Carey, Robert Ogle, Thomas Moore, Robert Bond, William Miles, Atnelle 
Chance, James Walker, Isaac Coppock, David Mills, Jonathan Chance, Ira Ramsey, and Robertson Atkins.   

Of the founding families, Ambrose and Elizabeth Osborne moved to the Darlington area in 1840.  The 
Nathan Parker family, who was the town blacksmith, is believed to have moved to Spiceland, Indiana, in 
1855. 

Jefferson & Angeline Armstrong represented one of Westfield’s most prominent and respected families.  
Though in his sixties, they arrived in 1873, they had four children: Edward “Ned,” Pauline, Tennessee 
Bird, and Thomas.  Formerly a slave in Missouri, Jefferson worked for years as the toll-gate keeper on 
the Noblesville-Lebanon Pike. 

His eldest son, Ned, gained his freedom from slavery by serving with the Union troops in Kansas and 
Alabama.  Edward and his second wife Sarah had five sons who grew to adulthood in this community, 
and all graduated from Westfield High School.  Four went on to college and all of them fought during 
World War I.   

 

Special thanks to the Westfield Preservation Alliance 

 


